When, in a child who has been frequently under our care for what appeared at the time to be trivial ailments, we suddenly discover an endocardial murmur, it is surely well for us to sit down and look backwards carefully over that child's medical history, in the hope that we may learn something which will in the future enable us to recognise the presence of ?a rheumatic taint, and to guard against the severe forms of the disease, if that be possible.
It is in the full persuasion that rheumatism in children is of much more frequent occurrence than is generally supposed, and in the hope that by reasoning together some light may be thrown on the diagnostic points of the obscure phases of the disease, that I venture to bring the subject under your notice.
Besides arthritis, cardiac affections, and chorea, which, when present, make plain the diagnosis, there are several other Introduction to a discussion at the Glasgow Southern Medical Society. disorders which are definitely known to be at times manifestations of rheumatism, viz., tonsillitis, bronchial and gastric catarrhs, pleurisy, pneumonia, and erythemas; but there is very little in any of these conditions, taken separately, to suggest rheumatism, and yet I would hope that, as the result of our combined experiences, we may be able to show that it is possible to note something in these patients which will at least direct our thoughts to rheumatism, and so lead to minuter enquiry in that direction.
In looking backwards over the medical histories of those children who, while In these remarks I have dealt with the subject from its
